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SWITZERLAND Visser 't Hooft, Lund-Quist Receive German Honour 


(Geneva) - Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 

of Churches, and Dr. Carl E. Iund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation, received the "meritorious great cross" within the Order of 
Merit of the German Federal Republic at ceremonies in Geneva on November 10. 
This is one of the highest honours that can be conferred by the German Federal 
Republic. 


In conferring the Order of Merit on the two ecumenical church leaders, 
German Ambassador Friedrich Wilhelm Holzapfel said that it was a token of 
gratitude for all that "you and your organisations and all your colleagues 
have done for us in Germany during our most difficult trials and in our great— 
est distress". After the war, the ambassador said, it was the churches who 
opened the door again for the German people, showing them the way back to the 
community of nations. The churches of the world have relieved the tremendous 
distress of German citizens, Dr. Holzapfel said, through both spiritual and 
material help. More than fifty million dollars have been received in Germany 
through church groups, he pointed out, and added that without this material 
help few of the children in Germany would be alive today. Dr. Holzapfel 
stressed that conferring the Order of Merit does not mean that Germany has 
paid back what it owes to the churches. Instead, he said, it is only an out- 
ward token of the gratitude in the hearts of the German people. "It is ?noW 
the turn of the German people to help your organisations as they aid other 
countries which are in need today, in accordance with the biblical instruction 
to bear one another's burdens", he concluded. 


The presentation was made at a reception honouring Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Germany, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) 
and a president of the World Council of Churches. B.P.S., Geneva 
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OW ITZERLAND Bishop Dibelius Preaches at 250th Anniversary of Iutheran 


Church in Geneva 


(Geneva) ~ The Lutheran Church in Geneva marked its 250th anniversary on Sun- 
day, November 10, with special services and a sermon by Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


In a Sunday morning sermon before a congregation that packed the church's 
sanctuary, Bishop Dibelius spoke of the hidden fear which underlies the life 
of all nations today, and said that there is nothing for people to do but to 
live like Martin Luther, simply placing themselves under the mercy of God and 
drawing comfort and security from trust in Hin. Turning to the position of 
the church in hast Germany, the bishop urged all churches which still enjoy a 
certain security to remember their responsibility to their brethren and sisters 
under oppression. "The decisive thing for us is not to maintain the organi- 
Sation of the Church in East Germany", he said. "Tt is rather to ensure that 
the people there - who feel isolated and who seldom ever have an opportunity 
to breathe freely or any real reason to feel happy — may realise that there 
are people in other parts of the world who recognise their difficulties, and 
who are trying to show them friendship and to help them to act in accordance 
with their conscience." 


At an evening service, Bishop Dibelius was welcomed by the congregation, 
and messages of greetings to him and to the church were received. 
E.P.5., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Contributions to Churches Pass Two Billion Dollar Mark 


(New York) - Contributions to fifty-two Protestant and Eastern Orthodox commu- 
nions in the United States reached a record total of $2,041,908,161 in 1956 - 
passing the two billion dollar mark for the first time in history. 


The total represents an increase of $199,315,901 over 1955, when fifty 
church bodies reported their statistics. 


The nearly nine and a half million members of the Methodist Church gave 
the largest amount — $413,893,955 - for a per capita average of $43.82. The 
second highest total was reported by the Southern Baptist Convention, with a 
record $372,136,675. The bulk of the contributions was earmarked for local 
congregational expenses, while almost seventy million went for foreign missi- 
onary work. 


The figures were compiled by the National Council of the Churches of 


Christ in the USA. H.P.o., Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Anglican Bishop Proposes Ordination of Laymen 


(London) ~ The Anglican Bishop of Southwell, the Right Rev. Frank Russell 
Barry, has suggested that laymen be recruited for a voluntary or part-time 
ministry to meet the shortage of curates in the Church of England. 


His plan, he said, would mean ordaining laymen to assist full-time minis- 
ters, It would involve "the ordination of men of recognised Christian stan- 
ding and leadership in church and public life who are earning their living in 
secular occupations, but are nevertheless admitted to holy orders and authori- 
sed to assist full-time ministers.... We are thinking of men ordained to holy 
orders like the rest of the clergy, but on a part-time basis.” 


Holy orders in the Church of England include deacons as well as priests 
and bishops. Deacons are not able to celebrate the sacraments. 
H.P.S., Geneva 
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oWITZERLAND International Protestant Broadcasting Station 
(Geneva) - "La Vie Protestante", a weekly Protestant paper published in Geneva, 


has invited all the Protestant and Evangelical associations which are interes-~ 
ted in an international Protestant broadcasting station in Switzerland to ex- 
press their views on this much-debated question. 


At the same time, the paper published an article by Mr. A. Mockli, former 
director of the Telegraph and Telephone Department of the Swiss postal services, 
saying that the difficulties involved in setting up a transmission service of 
this kind would not be insuperable, as many people have maintained. Point— 
ing out that the Church of Christ can only fulfil its task of evangelism if it 
can make itself heard in the so-called "Christian countries of Europe, Mr. 
Mockli said that the moment has come for the Protestant churches of Europe to 
take energetic action in the matter. 


According to reports from the Swiss Protestant Press Service, the first 
donations towards a Protestant broadcasting station in Switzerland have already 
been sent in. 


The Swiss Protestant Church Federation discussed the project at its meet- 
ing last June, but because of financial and technical difficulties it decided 
that at present it could not assume responsibility for a broadcasting station 


of this kind (see EPS No. 25). E.P.S., Geneva 
GHRMANY Churches Send WCC Disarmament Resolution to the Government 


( Frankfurt-am-Main) - Resolutions concerning disarmament and atom bomb tests 
adopted this summer by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
(see EPS No. 30) will be placed before the government of the German Federal 
Republic by two representatives of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD), Prdldt Herman Kunst and Probst Heinrich Grtiber. The EKD 
Council authorised its representatives to the government to pass on the reso- 
lutions at a meeting in Frankfurt-am-Main on November 8. The representatives 
will also ask for an interview between delegates from the EKD Council and 
government officials. 


The decision by the German church group to send the resolution to the 
government follows similar action by churches in the United States, Great 
Britain and the Netherlands. 


Turning to the separation of East and West Germany, the Council of the 
EKD sent greetings to Protestant churches in both sections, pointing out the 
inseparable unity of the Protestant Church in Germany and the indissoluble 
fellowship of faith, responsibility and intercession. 


Realising the special tasks which confront the church because of the large 
number of refugees in camps and the constant stream of refugees from Eastern 
Germany, the council appointed Bishop Reinhard Wester of Schleswig as a special 
"bishop for refugees". 


Prises Lothar Kreyssig of Magdeburg in Eastern Germany, who could not get 
a visa, was the only council member to miss the meeting. The council said 
it would protest to the government. H.P.8., Geneva 
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OW ITZER LAND Inter-—Church Meetings Held 


SL IEE CES Sc Y Sant ate nen ee ee aE 


(Berne) - On October 31, for the fourth time, representatives of Swiss churches 
belonging to the World Council of Churches and of various "independent commu-— 
nities" held a fraternal meeting in Berne and tackled the question of prose- 
lytisn. 


One conclusion of the discussion was that an atmosphere of friendly under- 
standing must be created in order to avoid sterile rivalry and to guide Pro- 
testants towards collaboration, so that they can give a united Christian witness. 


Among the fifty delegates were representatives of churches belonging to 
the Swiss Protestant Church Federation and the Evangelical Alliance, and leaders 
of the Old Catholic Church, the Methodist Church, the Lutheran Church and the 
Salvation Army. For the first time, the Assemblies of French-speaking Swit- 
zerland, the Baptist Churches in the Jura and the Institute of Emmatis sent 
representatives. 


Future plans call for an annual meeting to help "build up living contacts 
between the separated parts of the church". 


In Brief 


Bishop Hugo Hahn, 71, has died in Dresden, Until his retirement in 1953 
he was head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony. He had been active 
in the "Church Struggle" under National Socialism. 


* * 


In the name of the Protestant Church in the Palatinate, church president 
Hans Stempel has protested against a plan of the American Armed Forces in Ger- 
many to build rocket bomb bases close to hospitals and homes operated by the 
church at Lachen-Speyerdorf. 


x * 


The shortage of pastors, especially in some villages, is causing grave 
concern to the Reformed Church in Yugoslavia. In order to interest young 
people in the work of the Church, last year's senior school pupils were in- 
vited to attend this year's Synod meeting. At the present time three young 
Reformed Yugoslavs are studying theology and at the same time serving a church. 


can Loy 


In Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, the Evangelical churches have arranged 
the prominent public display of posters, giving information on the week's 


events in the churches. 
* * 


The Dutch Ecumenical Council has decided to send a donation towards the 
Protestant pavilion at the Brussels Exhibition, 1958. 


OCG 


This year the Dutch churches are celebrating the second Sunday in Advent 
(December 8) as "Ecumenical Sunday", and the Dutch Ecumenical Council has 
asked its member churches to make a collection to aid ecumenical work. 


ap es 


Miss Sylvi Visapa&, of Finland, one of the vice-presidents of the World 
YWCA, and Miss Ivy Khan, general secretary of the YWCA of India, have just 
returned from a four-week visit to the YWCA of China, where they visited seven 
YWCA centres in different parts of the country. 
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The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Greece has decided to be repre- 
sented at celebrations in Moscow next May marking the fortieth anniversary of 
the reestablishment of the Russian Patriarchate. However, archbishop Theo- 
clitos of Athens, head of the Greek Church, has declined an invitation from 
Patriarch Alexei of Moscow to attend the celebrations as leader of a dele- 
gation of three metropolitans, 


ey 


A special appeal is being launched this month in the United States by 
Church World Service to raise nearly a million dollars to finance the 1958 
Share Our Surplus programme through which food from U.S. surplus stocks is dis- 
tributed free overseas. Under the 1958 programme, more than 300 million 
pounds of food, valued at nearly forty million dollars, will be distributed. 


es 


Heifer Project passed the 10,000 mark in cattle shipments last month. 
The inter~credal relief agency with headquarters in New Windsor, Maryland, was 
formed in 1944, and has sent heifers, chickens, ducks, bees, goats, rabbits and 
sheep to farmers in thirty-four countries. 


* * 


Dr. John Annand Fraser, of Hamilton, Lanarkshire, Scotland, is the modera- 
tor-elect of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland for 1958. He will 
succeed Dr. George MacLeod when the Assembly meets in May. 


ei ay 


The Rev. Lajos Daranyi, former pastor at Sarospatak and dean of the church 
district of Szemplen, has been elected bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church 
for the diocese described as "on this side of the Theiss". The new bishop's 
diocese is a former district of the Trans-Tiscian Church, and was dissolved 
in 1953 and restored this year (see EPS No. 17). 


Coe fy 


The Right Rev. Alfred Edwin Morris, the Bishop of Monmouth, was elected 
Archbishop of Wales on November 5. He is the first non-Welsh speaking primate. 
Dr. Morris succeeds the late Archbishop John Morgan. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


